Wade A. Nilson, Ed.D., MPAS, PA-C
311 Saint Andrews Court
Vermillion, South Dakota 57069

(605) 202-0337 (h)  (605) 658-5931 (w)

Wade.Nilson@usd.edu

Education

June 2016
Doctorate of Education (EdD) – Leadership in Higher Education.  Bethel University, St. Paul, MN

May 2003
Masters of Physician Assistant Studies – University of Nebraska Medical Center; Omaha, Nebraska

December 2001
Bachelor of Science Degree - Physician Assistant Studies Program, University of South Dakota; Vermillion, South Dakota

July 1997
Certificate of Completion - University of South Dakota School of Medicine; Vermillion, South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program

December 1993
Associate of Applied Science- Respiratory Care with Therapist Specialization, Southeast Community College; Lincoln, Nebraska

Certifications

August 2016 


NCCPA Recertification No. 1036384

July 2010


NCCPA Recertification No. 1036384

February 2004


NCCPA Recertification No. 1036384

Dec. 2003 to Present:

Iowa State Physician Assistant License #001536

Oct. 1997 to Present:

Nebraska State Physician Assistant License #745

Mar. 2020 to Present:

South Dakota State Physician Assistant License #1230
December 1997:  

NCCPA Certification No. 1036384

December 1997:

NCCPA Surgery Certification

Academic Employment History 

07/2020 -present
University of South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program

Chair / Chair, Professor


Vermillion, SD

07/2011 -06/2020
University of South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program

Chair / Chair, Associate Professor


Vermillion, SD

11/2004 to 6/2011
University of South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program

Chair / Chair, Assistant Professor

Vermillion, SD

11/2003 to 11/2004
University of South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program


Interim Chair, Assistant Professor

Vermillion, SD

2003 to 6/2011
University of South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program


Academic Coordinator, Assistant Professor 


Vermillion, SD

10/2000 to 2003
University of South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program


Academic Coordinator, Instructor


Vermillion, SD
Clinical Employment History

3/2020 to 9/2022
Sanford Hospital – Vermillion Campus


Vermillion, SD – contract employee


Physician Assistant

12/2003 to 7/2019
Northwest Iowa Emergency Physicians PC

Mercy Medical Center, Sioux City, IA contract employee

Emergency Medicine Physician Assistant

09/2003 to 6/2006
Vermillion Medical Clinic


Vermillion, SD – contract employee

Family Practice/Urgent Care Physician Assistant

12/2000 to 09/2003 
Sioux Valley Health Systems- Sioux Valley Vermillion Campus


Vermillion, SD- contract employee

Family Practice Physician Assistant with urgent care

08/1997 to 09/2000
Good Samaritan Health Systems – High Plains Family Medicine


Holdrege, NE


Family Practice Physician Assistant with hospital and ER coverage

03/1995 to 06/1995
Good Samaritan Health Systems; Kearney Nebraska


Registered Respiratory Therapist

01/1994 to 03/1995
St. Anthony’s Hospital; O’Neill, Nebraska


Registered Respiratory Therapist

Honors

03/2017
American Academy of Physician Assistants Distinguished Fellow recognition.  

03/2014
South Dakota Academy of Physician Assistants Distinguished Service Award

07/1997

University of South Dakota Clinical Student of the Year

01/1994

Southeast Community College 1993 Honor Graduate

Grant Activities
2019
University of South Dakota Health Affairs Medical Informatics Committee Technology Grant.  Funded: $1840

2015
Submitted Grant for Programs for Physician Assistant Training.  Department of Health and Human Services.  Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA).  Training grant entitled Physician Assistant Rural Primary Care Training.  Not funded.  

2013 – 2017
Grant Participant, University of Nebraska Medical Center Physician Assistant Program, through Department of Health and Human Services.  Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA) grant.  Co-Sponsor, Advancing Rural Primary Care: A National Conference on the Effective Utilization of Physician Assistants. 

2010
Submitted Grant for AAPA/PAEA small grant opportunity.  Dr. William Schweinle, PhD (Project Investigator), Wade Nilson, PA-C (Secondary Investigator); entitled “Exploring the Optimal Personality Characteristics for a Physician Assistant.”  Not funded.  

2008
Submitted Grant for Programs for Physician Assistant Training.  Department of Health and Human Services. Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA).  Training grant entitled Physician Assistant Training in Native American Mental Health.  Not funded.  
2004-2007
Project Director (12/04-6/07) and consultant/participant (7/04-11/04). Grant for Programs for Physician Assistant Training.  Department of Health and Human Services. Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA) grant award by the Division of Medicine, Bureau of Health Professions. Total award: $372,383.

05/2002
Submitted Grant for NCCPA/APAP grants Program to complete a retrospective study on the USD PA Program Cumulative Exam and PANCE success.  Not funded.  

2001-2004
Grant participant and consultant. Grant for Programs for Physician Assistant Training.  Department of Health and Human Services. Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA) grant award by the Division of Medicine, Bureau of Health Professions. Total award: $311,006.

Professional Presentations/Poster/Publish/ 
6/2019
Nilson, WA., Vogt, H.B. (2019). The University of South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program. South Dakota Medicine.
6/14/2017
Presentation – “Advanced Practice Professionals Panel Discussion.”  South Dakota Association of Healthcare Organizations, South Dakota Rural Health Leaders Conference.  

6/2016
Nilson, W.A. (2016). Big Five Personality Traits and Other Predictors of Academic Success in Physician Assistant Students (Doctoral Dissertation).  

http://cdm16120.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p16120coll4/id/1070/rec/1 
10/2012
A pilot study of interprofessional case discussions for health professions students using the virtual world Second Life Teresa M. Seefeldt, PharmD, PhD,*, Jane R. Mort, PharmD, Barbara Brockevelt, PhD, Jarod Giger, PhD, Becca Jordre, DPT, Michael Lawler, PhD, Wade Nilson, MS, Lana Svien, PhD Currents in Pharmacy Teaching and Learning 4 (2012) 224–23, October 2012. http://www.pharmacyteaching.com/article/S1877-297%2812%2900047-0/abstract 

10/22/2010
Co-Author, paper presentation accepted for Physician Assistant Education Association Annual Meeting, Baltimore Maryland.  “Noncognitive Predictors of Overall PA Student Performance.” http://www.paeaonline.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/113290 
10/2010
Nilson, WA., Vogt, H.B. (2010). The University of South Dakota Physician Assistant Studies Program. South Dakota Medicine, 63, 351-353
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Nilson%2C%20wade, PMID: 20968215. 
06/2010
AAPA Poster Presentation; Atlanta, Georgia – “Are Noncognitive Traits Important Variables In Physician Assistant Education?” Wade Nilson MPAS PA-C, William Schweinle, PhD. http://www.aapa.org/images/stories/upcoming_events/finalprogrampostersession_2010.pdf 
11/2009
Lead Author and presenter, paper presentation accepted for Physician Assistant Education Association Annual Meeting, Portland Oregon.  “Are PA school admissions capturing what one wants in a PA?”
http://www.paeaonline.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/92803
11/2009
Co- Author, paper presentation accepted for Physician Assistant Education Association Annual Meeting, Portland Oregon.  “Do Noncognitive Variables Predict Didactic Performance”

http://www.paeaonline.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/92803
05/2008
AAPA Poster Presentation; San Antonio, Texas - Physician Assistant Training in Native American Primary Care.  Wade Nilson MPAS PA-C, Nancy Trimble MPAS PA-C, Louise Papka MPAS PA-C

02/2008
Presentation – "South Dakota Physician Assistant Workforce (2007)”.  South Dakota Academy of Physician Assistants Winter Continuing Medical Education Conference.  February 21-23, 2008.  Rapid City, South Dakota.  http://www.sdapa.net/conferences/winter2008/presentations/Nilson-SDAPAworkforce.pdf
10/2007
PAEA Poster Presentation; Tucson, Arizona– Physician Assistant Training in Native American Primary Care.  Wade Nilson MPAS PA-C, Nancy Trimble MPAS PA-C, Louise Papka MPAS PA-C
http://www.paeaonline.org/2007syllabus/tocpapers.htm
06/2006
American Dental Hygienists’ Association Research Poster Session - Increasing Access to Dental Care Through Primary Healthcare Provider Education.  Beverly J. Kennedy, RDH, MA; Ann L. Brunick, RDH, MS; Wade A. Nilson, MPAS, PA-C; University of South Dakota Department of Dental Hygiene, Physician’s Assistant Studies
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/adha/jdh/2007/00000081/00000001/art00038 

10/2003
APAP Poster Presentation – Preadmission (GPA, Sex, and age) and academic correlates (GPA, Cumulative exam) that identify Physician Assistant National Certifying Examination success:  A retrospective analysis at the USD PA Program

09/2002 
Submitted article to Perspective on Physician Assistant Education entitled: Preadmission (GPA, Sex, and age) and academic correlates (GPA, Cumulative exam) that identify Physician Assistant National Certifying Examination success:  A retrospective analysis.  Not published

05/2002
AAPA Poster Presentation – Development of an interdisciplinary geriatric course to meet the needs of rural and frontier communities in South Dakota and the region

03/2002
Committee on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology (CREOG)/ Associate Professors in Obstetrics and Gynecology (APOG) Poster Presentation – Adaptation of medical school curriculum to meet objectives of a PA Program utilizing web-ct and online distance learning.

05/2001
AAPA Poster Presentation – Distance Learning Interdisciplinary Curriculum and Recruitment of Qualified Minority/Disadvantaged Students, Anaheim, CA
Other Thesis and Dissertation Committee Memberships

Melissa Soester, Doctoral Dissertation, University of South Dakota

Graduation 5/2021
Melissa Soester, Doctoral Dissertation, University of South Dakota

Defended 4/2021
Mike Kaplan, Comprehensive Exam, University of South Dakota

4/2021
Melissa Soester, Doctoral Dissertation, University of South Dakota 
Proposed 9/2020
Faculty Development Activities
7/2011
ARC-PA Workshop: Accreditation and You

St. Louis, MO

11/2009
Academic Law Workshop


Physician Assistant Education Association Research Institute


Portland, Oregon

11/2005
Program Director Skills Development Workshop 

Association of Physician Assistant Programs Research Institute.  Las Croabas, Puerto Rico.

10/2003
Research Institute Workshop “Developing and Implementing an Effective Research Curriculum”.  Association of Physician Assistant Programs Research Institute.  Phoenix, Arizona.

1/2003
Second Annual Team Learning in Medical Education

Professional Development Workshop

Baylor College of Medicine 

11/2001
Basic Skills Faculty Development Workshop

Association of Physician Assistant Programs Faculty Development Institute.  Albuquerque, New Mexico

10/2000

Teaching Improvement Project System for Health Care Educators 




Strengthening Classroom Teaching Techniques Workshop

University of Nebraska Medical Center, School of Allied Health Professions.

Physician Assistant Education Forums 

2023 


PAEA Annual Education Forum




New Orleans, LA

2022


PAEA Annual Education Forum




San Diego, CA

2019


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Washington, DC

2018


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Anaheim, CA

2017


PAEA Annual Education Forum




New Orleans, LA

2016


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Minneapolis, MN

2015


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Washington, DC

2014


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Philadelphia, PA

2012


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Seattle, WA

2011


PAEA Annual Education Forum




New Orleans, LA

2010 


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Baltimore, Maryland

2009


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Portland, Oregon

2008


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Savannah, Georgia

2007


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Tucson, Arizona

2006


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Quebec City, Quebec Canada

2005


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Las Croabas, Puerto Rico

2004


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Nashville, Tennessee

2003


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Phoenix, Arizona

2002


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Miami, Florida 

2001


PAEA Annual Education Forum




Albuquerque, New Mexico

University Service Activities

· University of South Dakota, PA Departmental Committees 

-Admissions
-Curriculum

-Progress and Conduct

-Clinical Education Committee 

-Search Committee 

· University of South Dakota, School of Health Sciences Committees

-Chairs Council (2003-present)
-Chair, Criminal Background Check Committee (2019 - Present)

-Member, Criminal Background Check Committee (2010 – 2018)
-Health Science Undergraduate Advisory Board (2010-present)
-Health Science advisor (10/2016 – present)

-Promotion and Tenure Committee (various)

· University of South Dakota, Health Affairs Committees 

- Medical Informatics Committee (11/2005 – 5/2016, 7/2017 – 5/2022)
- Search Committee Member – Dental Hygiene Chair (2021)

- Search Committee Member – PT Chair (2019)

- Search Committee Member/Chair – various Health Science                      programs
- Taskforce on Technology in Medical Education 
- Sanford School of Medicine – LCME accreditation 
subcommittee (2008-2009)
- AHEC Advisory Board (2009 – present)
· University of South Dakota

-University Senate (2008-2010) 

- Search Committee - Health Science Librarian (2008-2009)
Professional Activities
· Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA) Commissioner - AAPA nominee to ARC-PA (2020 - present).

· Nominating Work Group (6/2021- present)

· Finance Committee (10/2021 – present)

· Clinical Postgraduate NP/PA taskforce (1/2021)

· South Dakota Academy of Physician Assistant Delegate to the AAPA House of Delegates (2001-2002, 2002-2003, 2004-2005, 2006-2007, 2007-2008, 2008-2009, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017, 2017-2018, 2018-2019, 2019-2020, 2020-2021, 2021-2022, 2022-2023, 2023-2024, 2024-2025)

· AAPA – House Appointed Committee on the credentialing of delegates.

July 2014 – June 2015.  

· American Academy of Physician Assistants – Judicial Affairs Committee member, national position (2007-2014)
· AAPA Capital Connections, Washington, DC, 2012

· AAPA Capital Connections, Washington, DC, 2010

· AAPA House of Delegates Reference Committee (Reference Committee A – 2010, Reference Committee C – 2011, 2012)

· Ad Hoc Board Member - South Dakota Academy of Physician Assistant (2003 – Present)

· South Dakota Academy of Physician Assistant CME Committee, technology (2001 to 2010)

· Physician Assistant Education Association (PAEA) – Education Forum proposal reviewer (2005-2006)

· Journal of the American Academy of Physician Assistants (JAAPA), peer reviewer (2002-2004)
· South Dakota Council on Colorectal Cancer (2002-2004)

Professional Affiliations

· American Academy of Physician Associates (AAPA)

· Physician Assistant Education Association (PAEA) - Program Member
· South Dakota Academy of PAs (SDAPA)
Wade A. Nilson, Ed.D., MPAS, PA-C
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